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FISHERIES IN TURKEY WITH SPECIAL REFERENCES TO 
PELAGIC FISHERIES IN THE BLACK SEA: ECOLOGY, STATE 
OF ART OF THE LIVING RESOURCES, MANAGEMENT AND 
PROBLEMS  
 
Seyhan K. 
Karadeniz Technical University, Faculty of Marine Sciences, Dept. of 
Fisheries, 61080 Trabzon Turkey 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
 

Turkey, with its favorable geographic position between the Black Sea and 
Mediterranean Sea, has access to the fish resources of both of these water bodies. The 
country is also endowed with rich inland 

waters and river systems with significant capture fishery and  aquaculture 
potential. 

Fisheries has a vital  importance in contributing beneficial nutrition for human 
beings, providing material for the fisheries industry, creating the employment 
possibilities and potential for export. To this extend, Black Sea fisheries especially 
pelagic, namely anchovy with a small contribution of mackerel , are by far the greatest 
contributor to the overall Turkish fisheries and occupies more than 50 % of the total 
catch of the country.   

The Black Sea is however  shared by six countries and has faced a number of 
ecological problems including pollution and overfishing of living resources and 
therefore has always been on the agenda over the last 2-3 decades. 

In this paper the history of fisheries in Turkey namely Black sea Fisheries, taking 
into consideration of current state of art of  the ecology of black sea, problems being 
faced in the past and current situation will be outlined and a case study for problems of 
inland fishery in Turkey will also be presented. 
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